EDITOR'S NOTE

the day's entry immediately after its completion;
there is no sign of any general revision. The
wording changes character according to the
writer's state of health, the punctuation varies
correspondingly,

Probably he intended to rewrite the whole, for
It would seem that he must have had a literary
motive for the unusual exercise of keeping a
diary and for persisting in so doing under such
physical difficulties. In a conversation with
Professor L. B. Namier, he once referred to
having written son&ething called Seal-Hunting in
Mesopotamia. Search has been made through
magazines of the years before the War, but in
vain, and indeed the preservation of the Diary
in Its original form suggests that it was never
published by its author. (It appeared after his
death In a limited edition.)

The text as now printed Is virtually an exact
transcription of the pencil manuscript. To have
removed all the Inconsistencies and cleaned up the
punctuation would have altered the effect without
greatly improving the sense; and having to
choose between two causes of annoyance we have
preferred excessive fidelity to over-editing.

Some of the photographs mentioned In the
Diary cannot be traced, while others, not men-